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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, CASC, BC 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL WARNING: BOTSWANA 

1. AS A RESULT OF CONTINUING PENETRATION OF ITS BORDERS 
BY ARMED GROUPS FROM RHODESIA, BOTSWANA HAS TIGHTENED 
ITS SECURITY LAWS TO PROVIDE STRICT MINIMUM SENTENCES 
FOR PERSONS CONVICTED OF UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION OF 
FIREARMS OR EXPLOSIVES OR THREATENING THE SECURITY OF 
BOTSWANA. 

2. OVER THE PAST YEAR SEVERAL ALLEGED AMERICAN MERCENARIES 
HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN BOTSWANA AFTER CROSSING THE BORDER 
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FROM RHODESIA. GIVEN BOTSWANA'S PERCEPTION OF AN ESCAL- 
ATING THREAT TO ITS SECURITY FROM RHODESIA, AMERICANS 
ARRESTED AS SUSPECTED MERCENARIES OR ARMS TRAFFICKERS, 

OR IN THE COMPANY OF SUSPECTED MERCENARIES OR ARMS 
TRAFFICKERS, CAN NO LONGER EXPECT TO RECEIVE LIGHT FINES 
OR SHORT SENTENCES IF CONVICTED. 
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3. BOTSWANA AUTHORITIES HAVE ASSURED OUR EMBASSY THAT 
THE NEW PROVISIONS ARE AIMED AT THE ILLEGAL IMPORTATION 

OF AUTOMATIC, COMBAT-STYLE WEAPONS AND SHOULD NOT AFFECT 
TOURISTS ON BONA FIDE HUNTING TRIPS WHO LEGALLY IMPORT 

SPORTING ARMS. 

4. POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO ALERT VISITORS TO BOTSWANA OR 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES OF THE CHANGES IN BOTSWANA'S 
SECURITY LAWS. THE FOLLOWING TRAVEL WARNING MAY BE 
USED. 

5. QUOTE: THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA HAS AMENDED ITS 
SECURITY LAWS TO PROVIDE MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES FOR 
TREASON AND THE ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF FIREARMS. 
TREASONABLE OFFENSES NOW INCLUDE: THE UNAUTHORIZED 
WEARING OF THE UNIFORM OF A FOREIGN ARMY AND THE UNAUTHOR- 
IZED POSSESSION OF ARMS, AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVES. 

WHILE THE DEATH SENTENCE MAY BE IMPOSED FOR TREASON, THE 
MINIMUM SENTENCE IS 15 YEARS IMPRISONMENT. A PERSON 
CONVICTED FOR ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF ARMS WILL BE 
SUBJECT TO A MINIMUM SENTENCE OF FIVE YEARS. THIS LAW 
SHOULD NOT AFFECT TRAVELERS FOLLOWING NORMAL STANDARDS 
OF CONDUCT FOR TOURISM OR BUSINESS. UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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